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(54) IMAGE FORMING DEVICE, AND SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR MANAGING THE SAME 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform device management including 
the operation situations, etc., of an image forming device and a 
process cartridge and also including the settlement of expenses 
caused by part supply, recycle collection processing, etc. 
SOLUTION: Parts exchange and cash settlement processing of a 
rental fee, etc., can be performed by connecting the image forming 
device 1 and an electronic currency IC card 4. History information 
can be stored in an electronic currency unit 5 as inherent information 
by sending and receiving currency information between the image 
forming device 1 and a mounted process cartridge 3. Also, in the case 
of exchanging parts, the charge of the part and various expenses 
involved in recycle processing can be settled in the unit 5 of the 
cartridge 3. Optimum processing can be performed on the basis of the 
inherent information of the currency information stored in the unit 5 
of the cartridge 3 subjected to recycle processing. 
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Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application 
No. 251464/2001 (Tokukai 2001-251464) 

(A) Relevance to claim 

This document has relevance to claims 1 to 29 of 
the present application. 

(B) Translation of the Relevant Passages of the 
Document 

[WHAT IS CLAIMED IS] 

[CLAIM 4] 

The image forming apparatus as set forth in claim 
2 or 3 , wherein the currency information dealt in the 
electronic currency unit of the process cartridge 
includes inherent information for identifying the 
process cartridge . 

[CLAIM 5] 

■ The image forming apparatus as set forth' in claim 
4, wherein the inherent information includes ■ function 
information and price information such as a parts 
number and a manufacturing number. 

[0030] 

In the electronic currency unit 5 of the process 
cartridge 3, function information and price information 
such' as a model number (parts number etc.) a 
manufacturing number, the number of papers that can be 
printed, and an overall size, all of which are inherent 
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\ 




information for identifying the process cartridge 3, 
are transmitted as the inherent information of the 
currency information dealt in the electronic currency 
unit 5, upon installation to the image forming 
apparatus 1, so that it is possible to perform an 

■ 

accounting settlement for the process cartridge 3 and 
use the image forming apparatus 1 under the most 
appropriate condition . 
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